194:            to the Rev. Willicm Mason          [1732

I do believe Mr. Malone is mistaken in thinking I bought
a book, of which I have not the least idea, though I do
not pretend my memory is so good as it was. I hope this
non-possession will not make me forfeit a sight of your
poem, by the specimens of which you did not seem to
want assistance from an old author. "Will you ask Mr.
Malone what the size is of Palladis Tamia, and whether
in verse or prose ?

I hope I never looked into it, or that it is very bad, since
I recollect nothing about it j and, if it is not good, you will
have no loss. Still, if you will describe it to me, I will
search again.

Yours most sincerely,

HOB. WALPOLE.

2285.   To THE REV. WILLIAM MASON.

Berkeley Square, March 14, 1782.

No, I cannot agree that General Conway's success will
have no effect. I do not mean that it will occasion any
change of men, which I think could do little good now,
but it certainly will check the wild and obstinate prosecu-
tion of the American war ; and before it can be resumed,
the obstinate would not be able to prosecute it, as they
will have neither men nor money to send, fleets to transport
them, nor anywhither to send them. I do agree with
you that what is gone cannot be improved, yet what is
gone might be restored ; I do not say that I think it likely
it will, but I am surprised at hearing you quote my father
against me. How will your committee approve your citing
him, whom in their censorial condemnation of friend and
foe they have confounded in a sentence with the worst
enemies of this country ? It does not suit one in whom all
praise would seem partiality, to defend his injured character,s , 1598, and contains various mentions
